
City of a Million Roses - 1937  

and again in 2015! 

“SAMSON THE CITY OF A  

MILLION ROSES” 

Thanks to the City of Samson and The Samson Garden Club, 

once again, roses are beginning to be a beautiful sight along 

Main Street in Samson! In the 1930’s the 

Samson Garden Club wanted the city to be 

one of the most beautiful in Alabama and 

nation.  They planted roses in the parkway 

and the city began to be known as the “City 

of a Million Roses”.  It was so successful that 

an article was written up in The New York 

Times. The article below was written in 1937 

and published in the Dothan Eagle. 

ARTICLE: 

DOTHAN EAGLE 

MAY 1, 1937 

SAMSON CITY OF A MILLION ROSES 

Two Blooms for Every Inhabitant of 

Geneva County - One for Each One in 

Montgomery 

  “A Million Roses for Samson” was the 

promise of the Samson Garden Club to the world of beauty as they threw open their great 

annual flower show today. 



   This promise of roses was no idle talk. The roses are here by the tens of thousands. This may 

seem big talk to those who speak of them in terms of “rose bushes” or dozen roses. However, 

the roses are here and come and visit our “Main Street” if you would inhale the most wondrous 

odors of nature, see the greatest display of fine roses in the United States and feel the pulse of 

a city whose ladies earn leadership in city beautification. 

   Now, just how many roses has Samson? Well, the roses in the city must run up well above a 

million, but our roses in bloom on Main Street and on Broad street, where the Ledger building 

is located, have been counted on a conservative basis and we know just how many we had 

waiting for the flower show visitors.  

   Are you ready for rose perfumed statistics? Not, of the dry variety, we assure you, but 

statistics colored and tinted in all the shades of the rose kingdom, from purest white to deepest 

red and through all the intermediate shades of pink. As to odors, black type cannot discuss this 

side of our great outdoor city rose garden. 

   To begin with there are 215 bushes set out last year on the Ledger block. On Main Street 

there are 799 bushes, a total of 1014 rose bushes in bloom. These are either in double rows or 

in four tows inside the parkway in the center of the streets.  

   The average of the large bushes is 80 roses to the bush, the smaller younger bushes near the 

Ledger average 54 roses to each bush. This gives 11,610 on Broad Street near the Ledger.   

   We are justly proud of our parkways and what the Garden Club of Samson has done for them. 

The count made on Sunday afternoon showed a total of 63,920 roses: red, white, cream and 

any tint desired. 

   Just how many roses is this? Well, it is more than two roses for every man, woman and child 

in Geneva County.  It is a rose for every inhabitant of our state capitol, Montgomery. 

   Were one to pick these roses and give two roses to each Geneva County citizen, they would 

hand out approximately 2,650 roses per hour, for 24 hours in a day, before the last tiny tot 

would hold two of nature’s masterpieces in hand.  

   When one thinks of “perfume on the desert air,” Samson’s roses are perfuming our city day 

and night for months each year.  If all the perfume could be condensed into the precious attar 

of roses, doubtless it could pay much of our city expenses the coming year. 

   When one thinks of 63,000 roses in one day, there is much else to be remembered. Tens of 

thousands of roses have shattered and fallen to the ground already this year. Hundreds of 

thousands are budding ready to spring forth during the blooming season of eight months 

annually. 


